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OW quickly does joy often ſuc eee. 
to ſorrow; the day 0; cheertii! hope 
That of gloomy fear, and the {: afon 
lenty and abundance to that of want 
ſcarcity! Not long lince the dearth 
read in this land was ſuch, that 
T7 countenance feemed to gather 
ineſs: the very heavens allo appcar- 
o frown upon us; for the e | 
I a long time Wo; {9 difmal, hy! 
| A 2 


(-4 3 


it threatened to blaſt the approachingk, . 
Harveſt : we were made to feel that we — 
were in zhe hands of God, and totally nela 
dependant on his'mercy ; hayihg enjoy. I n. 
ed man years of plenty, without inter. But 
ruption, 8 had learnt to count upon be, 
continuance of the "fame bleſſing; and a 
becauſe Gop's goodneſs had been fo conf? 
mon, we were ſo much the leſs thankfulf* ©? 
for it. How calamitous would a gener. 
blight upon our Corn have proved at this _ 
ſeaſon ! every mind muſt ſhudder at ſuchſ; 
a thought: ſuch a blight was threatene} © 
indeed, hut ſuddenly, and at che ver” e 
point of time when it was moſt needed n 
the weather changed, and a ſeaſon unuſuſ 
ally favourable for getting in the frui , 
of the earth has ſucceeded. 


Man, it may be remarked, is mon 
ready to pray to. Gop to help him out |, ** 
his diſtreſſes, than to thank him when WE 
has been delivered: for we are often me 
ly ſelfiſh in ſuch prayers; we feel a prelff 
Gng want of the biciſing, and we there "rr 
fore cry tu Gop for it; but when it 
Sbtalned our whole end is anſwered, v 
now are ſatisfied; we grow careleſs abo 


| ar 
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matter, and forget to think of ous _ 


ECTS tio, 9-47 
y Zut Jef us here endeavour to prevent 


s forgetfulneſs-of our preſent mercie? 
m taking place in the minds of our 
aders, and let us invite them to come 
} contemplate with us that Greatneſs 


LNC 
"IM 


„ | Goodneſs of our Creator which are 
1 bſervable at the time of Harveſt. 
" There is indeed no part of the crea- 


5 jÞ.neeting with {ome proofs of the Di- 
0 Power and Mercy. Shall we lift up 


The up: the ſame language of praiſe, and 


1 | of their Makers Power and Good- 


preſf 
here. 


bot ih 
darm the eye, to delight the fenfe, 


ti 


Þ to which we can turn our eyes with- 


u eyes to the Heavens? There ſhines 
c brightneſs of the fun, which Gop has 
iced in the firmament to give light and 
<9 the world. Shall we wait till the 
is ſet ? then the moon and the ſtars 


ſhall we turn our eyes to the earth ? 
bow the ſurface of it is ſpread fort 
a carpet, decked with every thing 


oa 
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and td fupply the wants df: man; Shaft and e 
we look upon the great and wide Ocean Ide e 
There go the ſhips; and behold even the IA en 
fea is filled wich nd for the uſeobf man. Ir the 
« How manifold are thy: works, : O Lord ite 
& in wiſdom: haſt thou made them all!” i Þktgh 
%% 3:78 "1-1 mou 

: The fight of thefe common objedts of fire! 
Natuie, uſed ofteii to carry out the holy thou 
men of old in praiſe and adoration to nake 
Gov, of which we will mention an in-filetk 
ſtance in the 65th: plalm, becauſe it iscrow 
applicable to the preſent time; a pſalnſud 
penned after a long drought, to which falls 
had ſucceeded ſome very plentiful and ſures 
refreſhing rains. The pſalmiſt, while be filo 
walks abroad, and delights himſelf vith out 
the beautiful appearance of the harveſt, lo e. 
and with the proſpect of Plenty which f th. 
is on every fide, breaks out in the fol-Fons * 
lowing thenkſgiving to the bountiful ho 
Giver of. all things. Praiſe waiteth Ping 
& for thee, O God! in Sion, and untoF to 
& thee ſhall the vow be performed. Of ar 


* 


& thou that didſt hear our prayer, unio pt 

ce thee ſhall all fleſh come. — Thou 

* makeſt the out-goings of the morning Nil 
| e 2"|_ x 


(+7) 
all nd evening to rejoice. Thou viſiteſt 


na Fe earth and watereſt it. Thou great- 


he By enricheſt t wih the river of God,” 


in, Ir the clouds are compared to à river 
nil td air, ſuſtained by the hand of the 


APüghty.) „Thou Prebarelt con when 
du bait ſo provided for it: Thou wa- 
of rreſt the ridges thereof abundantly, 
oly don {o:t:c ft the furrows thereof, thou 


to nakeſt it ſoft with ſhowers :” + Thou 
in. Heffeſt the ſpringing thereof. Thou 
 isfcrowne!t the year with thy goodneſs, ö 


ad thy paths drop fatneſs, the little 


rich out for joy they allo ſing.“ 

eſt, lo every one who is of the ſame miad 
nch Þ the ofalmift the fame kind of medi— 
fol-Fons wil! be very apt to occur. Let 
ifulÞ how (ver, here aflift the reader, by 
teh eng a few ſubjects which he will do 


ntoPi to reflect upon while he takes his 


OF amidit the reapers, and admires the 


mio y that is in the helds. 
hou} 


ing Firſt then, "TO naturally ought the fere ; 
na of harveſt to ſend our thoughts to 


A's. „ the 


ils rejoice on every fide. The pal- 
Pres are clothed with flocks, the vallies 
be lilo are covered over with corn; they 


8 ). 


the great author of it! How clearly is His .. 
hand at this time ſeen! All the power leſce 
and ingeneity of the whole world cannot I len 
frame ſo much as a ſingle ear of corn, fs i 
The part which man has in procuring the 
corn is very ſmall indeed. He in fad the 
does nothing himſelf towards it growth; tzif! 
he only places the ſeed in a ſituation which quick 
from experience he has found to be fa. ad f 
vourable to it, and then © He goeth away ſages 
sand it ſpringeth up he knoweth not hoy,” Ne ur 
The ſeed which he plants was in the firſt Þ al 
place given by Gop: when the ſower has 
put it into the ground, there is then a 
work, or. operation, carried on, in which f 
man is not only unconcerned, but he does | 
not even know how it 1s accompliſhed. F 
The grain dies, and from that death a re- 
ſurrcQion takes place, a freſh plant ariſes 
out of the ground, and this plant is nou- Ee 
riſhed by means of roots hidden within 
the earth, which then {hoot forth without F 
the aid of man: in this ſecret manner ate n 
the different zuices collected and ſent fact 
through the plant: by-and-by the flower ach 
blooms: the ear forms itſelf; and the corn P | 
takes the proper ſhape and ſubſtance : the 
rain in the mean time waters it, the devs Tut 
% ceſcend 


T's) | 


„tend, and the ſun ſhines upon it: tin 


1— it is fit for the uſe of man. In all 
his man can do nothing. It is during his 
gſence even that this work is going on. 
the grain is blighted, man cannot help 
tz if it grows too flowly he is not able td 
* nicken it; he can only look on with hope 


e unaſſiſted power of the great Creator 
11 Kall chings. 


ick Hoduction of the corn, yet ſuch is our na- 


des ral ſtupidity, that while we gather the 


ed. In we often think no more of Gop i in it, 
re. Eu the very cattle which draw it home. 
ſes le farmer ſpeak: of his own ſkill, and 
1 * and pains, And when the grain is 
hin pe, he lay s it up in his barn, with much 


out Ef applauſe, and begins to count his 


are ſins, not conſidering that all the praife 


ſent Patt is due to Gop, and that every ear 


wer fich is laid up is a proof man's b 
corn fe his Maker. 


the 
Jews But let us here notice alſo the largentf 


cent} 8 A E | 15 of 


Ind fear, and watch it in its different 
ages : he muſt aſcribe all its growth to 


| a | Flain as the hand of the Creator is in the 
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of the Divine bounty. The works of |) 


Gon are upon a large ſcale; they are like 
himſelf infinite. The works of man are 
liale and infignificant; it is but a ſmall IL 
ſpot which his ſtrength can water, but the ſje: 
Showers of Heaven water a whole terri- 
tory gt once. It is but a few acres which 
the diligent labours of man can make pro- fs! 
ductive; but Gop cauſes his ſun to ſhine, | 
and his dew to deſcend, and the whole 
_ earth is rendered fruitful, Look over fi 
that beautiful and extenfive proſpett: See 
as far as the eye can reach how the fields 
are crowned with plenty ; extend the ſcene Þ 
in your imagination, {till the ſame rich 
view of the Divine bounty preſents itſelf, 
Croſs the wide ocean, and ſurvey the dit- 
ferent countrics of which the earth con- 
fiſts, In all the varied proG-ittions offi 
theſe different climates, we only meet 
with more and more ſigns of the Divine 
goodneſs. How arc we then called uponÞrun: 
to admire and adore that glorious Beinggprd © 
who ſuffers n part of the earth to eſcapepperal 


his kind and benignant notice. N a1 
3 ale o 
With the extenſiveneſs of his bountſFur h 
let the continuance of it be confideredFligati 


Nat 


( 11 } 


of [No ſooner is the harveſt got in, than again 
e le ſeed is committed to, the ground, and 
re Iuain the ſame ſcene returns upon us. 


l let us carry back our thoughts to the 


ears that have been of old. How un- 
xaried has been our Great Benefaftor! 
How unceaſing the exertions of his good- 


ne, el and ſupported by it! Seaſons have 
ole fanged, but they have only preſented 
rer fifferent views of the Lord's mercy; and 
See ſie cold of winter, the bloom of ſpring, 


Ids Pte heat of ſummer, and the fruits of au- 


ene mn, have each in their ſeaſons mani- 
ich Pled the ſame bounty and care of our 
elf, Peator. TS. Edo ON = 


Having indulged in theſe pleaſing re- 
cons upon the Divine bounty, it ſeems 
oper in the next place to turn our atten- 
n to a more melancholy ſubjett, I mean 
pon vawo7tbinefs of it. For whom does the 
eingfurd open his ſtores. and provide with ſo 
capeſperal a hand? For a race of creatures 
Fo are touched with the moſt lively 
ale of his goodneſs, and .ove and ho- 
untſfur him in proportion to theſe great 
eredPÞlipations ? 


s off 
neet 
vine 


xs! How many generations have been 


” ke 46 =" the. 
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Do we then hear the reapers, while they {an 
eut down the corn, Tpeaking good of the þ 
name of the Lord, and bleſſing him for 
his kindneſs to the children of men? bf 
Hark ! 1s it the hymns of praiſe, which | 
they are 'chanting in yonder field? Is the 
ſong they fing that fong of the pſalmiſt puſt 
which has juſt been ſpoken of? Methinks fk 
inſtead of it fome ſong, full of profane. firs 
neſs and obſcenity, is ſung aloud. The fi 

name of Gob indeed is on many lips, but 
ĩt is only that it may be tri fled with or blaf- Fill 7 
phemed. What then, are theſe men ga- fi 
thering Gop's bounty, and in the fame F 
moment profaning his name? But follow Þþ 
them to the harveſt home: Surely now at fkve r 
leaſt they meet and offer up their prayer pr 6: 
and thankſgiving, and while Gop is in the fed u 
ac of crowning the year with his bounty, For o 
each tongue is loud in talking of his mer. Inten 
cy, and each grateful heart is ſwelling with I fed 
his praiſe. It is commonly reported, that tho 
there is no ſeaſon of the year in which the 
much wickedneſs and drunkenneſs preval © to 
among the farmers, as in that of bringing Su 
the herveſt home. Are theſe then the fe · a di 
turns which in this year alſo we are mał-· N any 
ing to the Divine goodneſs? Is all our fan a 
— e | | complaining ; 


( #3 ) 


y [mplaining of want; and bur prayer to 
© Kor for deliverance, to end in a drunken 


uſe of the mercies he ſo wonderfully 
+ trftows? | 3 | pts 
But not to dwell on vices which are fo 
je eat, that we would willingly hope they 


it Þuft only be the vices of a few, let us a 
ks file conſider alſo the general unworthi- 


e: eis of mankind. Who are they that 


he Jill be fed by this abundant ha weſt? 


ut Fill no idle perſons be maintained by it? 
al. Will no ſinners have their ſtrength ſuſ- 


7a- fined, fo as to continue their life of ſin? 


me fil there be none who will eat with un- 


or of the harve#, will in like manner 


ny, or of their food? Again, will no diſ- 
er. ntented, murmuring, repining people 


rith 


val t to the ſervice of him who prolonged 
ing P Surely if we could remove ourſelves 
: 1e- pa diſtance from the earth, and become 
nak· N any means impartial judges between 


in pd and man, we ſhould ſtand aſtoniſhed 
a 1 


ankfulneſs ? None who, as the reapers 
ive reaped it without thinking of the Au- 


xd upon it without thinking of the Au- 


ted by this goodneſs of the Lord? Will 
that Wthoſe, in ſhort, whoſe life is prolonged 
1 10 the bread now fent them, devote that 


3 * 
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at the preſent rehellion of the creature. n 


. , . id % 


He who made man, He who ſupports him, lo 


» 


ſending him the very bread which he eats, 


has a right to his ſervices: and hath made Ie 


him no doubt for his own glory. Me. 


thinks if any of us were endowed with | 
power to create ſome little rational ani- 


mal, inferior to ourſelves, and if, after 
having breathed into him the breath of 


| life, we alfo daily clothed and nouriſhed 
him, we ſhould expett his obedience and fk 


conſtant ſervice in return; and if, after 


all, ſuch a being ſhould preſume to ſet up 


for himſelf, and pretend to have a will of 


bis own, and break all the laws we had 
given him, we ſhould be ready methinks 
to ſtamp our foot upon him, and to crulh 


him to death at once, for not fulfilling the ſn 


A. 


en: 


ends of his creation. We ſhould have no hel 


8 with ſuch a little inſolent and re- N h 


ellious animal. And yet Gop has pati- rat 


ence with us, notwithſtanding all our for-þ 
getfulneſs of the ends for which we weren 
born, and our unthankfulneſs for the daily 


returns of his bounty. Nay, though ve 


go on abuſing his mercics, he goes on 


cloathing the paſtures with his flocks. 


The vallies alſo are again covercd over} 


with 


{ 45. 1 


m. ſſo fing. . O let us be aſhamed of the 
ts, Iaſeneſs of our ingratitude, and repent in 
ide the name of Chriſt, before the day of his 
fe. ſengeance is come upon _— . ue 
ni-{ The ſeaſon of harveſt is alſo one which 
ter ſhould lead us particularly to reflect on 
| of lar dependence upon God. Gop gave us 
red Beat firſt. He cauſes our blood to flow, 
and Jr heart to beat, and our ſtomach to diſ- 
ſter Þibute the nouriſhment. He too ſupplies 
up ſhe food we eat, of whatever kind it be. 
| of emay combine together different meats; 


had e may dreſs them in a variety of ways, 
nks fat we can create nothing: Gov is the 
ul ply giver of life and food, and all things: 


the ud happy is that man who lives in the 


no rely remembrance of this, who accepts 
bis comforts as from the hand of the 


rat Gop, habitually feeling that he has 
t of himſelf power to ſubſiſt for a ſingle 
ment, or to procure, independent of 
Po, one ſingle drop of water, or grain 
bread. And this ſenſe of our depend- 
e is not a duty only, it is a great com- 
ſt alſo: for how does it tend to relieve 
over f that anxicty, which is ſo natural to ug, 
wil 1 . about 


re. ih corn; again they ſhout, for 10 Y, they "5 


* 
—— 
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boxt out fubſiſtence in the time io come. ff 
The more we remember that we are the a 
ereatures of Gop, ſo much the more ſhall gu 
we truſt to him to provide for his largeſ,, 
family, even as a child truſts to the care; a 
and prudence of his parent. Beholdfj, | 
the fowls of the air, they ſow not, nei”; 
* ther do they reap, nor gather into A 
* barns, yet your heavenly Father feed 


vicks 
$6 | | | 9” 
eth them. Peral 


Next to this ſenſe of our dependenc ak 
| gratitude to Gop may be mentioned -h 
peculiarly becoming. Methinks at thig, ; 
time not only the heavens above, but thef, 
earth beneath, calls aloud upon us to be Ih 
thank ful. Every field, every ear of comg,. 
ſeems to bid us ſpeak the praiſes of Gong, 

—How do theſe glorify him, as it Welegifi; 
by an expreſſive though dumb offering, 

of praiſe But Man has a tongue wil ch 
which he can ſpeak forth the praiſes u 
his Maker. It is for the ſake of Mag e 
alſo that the ſtore bouſe of Divine bou Kod 
ty is opened; it is for Man that the... 
paſtures are clothed with flocks, and d 
vallies covered with corn; it is for Ma chi 
Ahat the ſun ſhines, and the er e 
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"1 From him then ſhould the offer. 
— of praiſe continually riſe up. 

the 
fall But why will you ſuppoſe * 
"Xp be ſo unthaakful ?” Methinks I hear 
MF. one reply, „Do you think ve 
b not know. as well as you that we 
erpught to praiſe God for a good harveſt ? 
mo ere will always indeed be a. few 
Jricked people in the land, but in ge- 
jeral we underſtend well enough that 
Eis Cop who ſends us bread, and all 
ur mercies : nay, when any of us ſpeak 


F having got a good crop, Tank 


Pumon in our lips. —I admit it is fo, 
[I hope indeed that many thouſand 


Cool lute 0“ thankſgiving for the pretent 
Ne Wnful ſeaſon. But we cannot help 
ering 
{ that of fimple praiie, by whichtrue 
es 0 * will manifeſt itſelf. It will 
Mattl out not in words only but in deeds, 
0 eds I mean cf obedience to him to- 
ti s whom the gratitude is felt. What 


"A ud any father think of the gratitude 


rs de tude. 


cence 


nd is the very phraſe that is quite 
sbave already offered up the fincete 


10 ng here, that there is a way far be- 


child, © or any huſband of the grati-, 
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tude--of a wife; which never ſhewed it. bog 
ſeif in aay thing elfe bat a few warm ;Aiſc 
expreſſi is of obligation. No, it is b 
the rea ieſs and attivity in ſerving the 
_ perſon! praiſed, and by the deſire in all. 
reſpeas to pleaſe him, that the difpolitian 
to gratitude muſt he judged of.” & man 
may ſay, Thank God” twenty times aþgi 
day, and yet never truly thank him mr. 
his heart. Words are cheap. Many men] 
think to pay God off, as it were, by this 
ſort of coin. Let it be remarked alſo, 
that there is a fatisfaftion and ſelf-com-þ 
placency which are naturally felt on re. er 
ceiving abundance of wealth into our: 
lap: we are put into good-humour bye tc 
it, and when we are reminded that GovFlds | 
is the author of our proſperity, the truth 
of this is ſo plain that we cannot dem fi 
it, and fince our underſtandings agreeFuis 
to the obſervation, we fancy that ourFwhic 
hearts agree alſo; whereas, in fact, ve 
only judge that Gop ovght to be thanked 
but we do not thank him, and as to the 
good-humour we are in, it ariſes mere! 
from our being well pleaſed with our-Jread 
ſelves, or with the ehjoyments whichſhip, 
God has given us, and not w_ ourF his { 
e 3 5 being“ 
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it ell þ Rifed' with Cop. That we 
* nM lone ſuch frauds 'as theſe on 
by ſelves is but too plain ; for mark 
the ſy what follows., When the fame per- 
MÞþ.vho has been thanking Gop ſa often 
inf his mercies, is by and. by called ta 
12n ſomething, to ſuffer ſomething, or 
$1 zive up Baetking for the ſake of 
n hing this gracious Zeing to whom he 
nenÞfeffed ſuch prodigious gratitude, and 
his then either too idle, or _ ſelfſn, 

Io % much governed by the opinion of 
„m- fellow creatures, or ſome way or 
fe- her too full of ex cuſes to do what is 
our ted of bim: on the other hand, when 
dy. temptation comes in his way he 
Jonas to it, and fins againſt the ſame 
ruth d as freely as if he were under no 
enyÞigtion to him. Let us then beware 
preeFiuls hypocritical fort of gratitude, 
ourFuhich we cannot deceive Gop, though 
weFoiten delude ourſelves by it. Let us 
rech forth his praiſe not only with our 
theÞ but with our lives” Let us ſhew 
relyF ſenſe of his goodneſs by doing his will, 
our-Freading his word, by attending his 
mw mp. by readily denying” ves 
dis ſake, and in ſhort by laying our” 
cing our 
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our lives in his, ſervice, and by ſtandin 
2 OT |  # * i W4 - 
forth to promote his cauſe in a difobedi 


% * 


et and unthankJul world. | 


C4 5 


Here let it be hinted alſo, that this ma 
be a good time for laying down our pla 
for uſing che plenty which is flowing 
tous, Cop has now given us proviſiat 
for another year, but for what pürpo 
has he given it? In order that we mad 
eat and drink, and be merry? What ther 
have we not immortal ſouls ? The great 
end of our Creator is, that we may ſerve 
him in this world, and may be prepare 
to dwell with him for ever in heave 
His direction is, that we ſhould employfich 
our health and ſtrength, and all our vigouſy 
of body and mind, in ſulfilling his vill 
that we ſhould ſeck in the firſt place Ay. 
know Gop, and Jeſus Chriſt, whom bet 
has fem into the world, and having leaf 
to know bim, that we ſhould then act i 
_ vur ſeveral ſtations from the motive off 
love to his name, imitacing al{o his bound 
ty, by miniſtering to the neceſſities of ou 
fellow creatures. Are theſe then our end 
of living? Is this what we propoſe to our 
ſelves? Are theſe the views with which 
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rea 5 the harveſt | ? Are we determined 
dÞtnohe of it, as far as in us lies, ſh ſhalt 
Tyaſted in riot or in luxury, or in im- 
wident conſumption ? Do we Took for- 
d to it as to a treaſure, with which the 
777 ſhall be fed, and the poot be la- 
ed? Then indeed we may rejoice in 
bounty of Heaven, and we may rea- 
ably truft, that all che expreſſions of 
male in our lips are lincere. ' | 


Ligen, let the confideration of the 
Pinefs of Cop, diſplayed in the fruits 
The earth; raiſe our minds to the con- 
ven pplation of thoſe Rilt greater mercies 
ployſick he is able and willing to give us, 
cough with him a ſmall matter to provide 
vill Pearth with food, or to take care of the 
te My. See what a rich proviſion he has 
1 bd je for our ſouls—for them ke has not 
eamfſted his only begotten Son, but given 
a i up to be the propitiation for our fins! 
e t the fake of the foul he has font his 
un? ſpirit into the world, to guide men 
" P tc knowledge o tuth. Fur the foul 
S has prepared an eternal harveſt of 
 ouflnys, ** an inheritange which is in- 
yhic@vrruprible, unde filed, and that fadeth 


v | not 


(his 


( #2 } 


Leac 
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gratitude. But we may reſt allured thy a the 
the bleſſings, which Gop has provided i - 
the ſoul, are much ſuperigr, to, hol 54 
provided for the body, ag the, ſoul is lite 
the body, and as eternity is to time. Lan 
us then turn from this earthly ſcene off N 


though or ti 
xd of 
ire 


] 
only ſo much the more full, of this world — 
and more indifferent to the bleſſings Ghyrin 
the Goſpel. "2 


r 1 


THE END. 
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